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Honorable Mention

Pisqah Inn, Inc., Concessioner
Blue Ridge Parkway
“Conservation Means More Efficient Operations”

Pisqah Inn, Inc. is a concession operating in Blue Ridge Parkway near Asheville, NC.  In recent years, Pisqah Inn has promoted environmental protection to park visitors by incorporating a multitude of greening initiatives into its operations. 

Greening actions taken by Pisqah Inn in 2009 include:

· Installed solar panels to supplement energy requirements for heating the restaurant’s hot water;  

· Converted electric hot water heaters in all guest rooms to propane powered, tankless water heaters, thus reducing electric and water needs; 

· Guest room toilets were converted to “dual flush” ultra low consumption toilets. Reduced water usage has minimized environmental impacts on the water dependent mountain bog and decreased loads on the park operated water system and wastewater treatment plant; and
· A concession vehicle was converted to operate using waste vegetable oil.

Pisgah Inn’s use of these conservation measures serves as a model for other parks and concessioners who are looking for effective ways to reduce greenhouse emissions and conserve energy and water.

